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DEPARTMENT OF FOR-HIRE VEHICLES 
 

NOTICE OF SECOND EMERGENCY RULEMAKING 
 

The A c t i n g  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Department of For-Hire Vehicles (“Department” or “DFHV”) 
pursuant to the authority set forth in Sections 8(c) (2), (3), and (19), and 14 of the District of 
Columbia Taxicab Commission Establishment Act of 1985 (“Establishment Act”), effective 
March 25, 1986 (D.C. Law 6-97) as amended by the Transportation Reorganization Act of 2016, 
effective June 22, 2016  (D.C. Law 21-0124); D.C. Official Code §§ 50-301.07(c) (2) (3), and (19), 
and 50-301.13 (2014 Repl. & 2015 Supp.)) hereby gives notice of adoption, on an emergency 
basis, of amendments to Chapters 8 (Operating Rules for Public Vehicles for Hire) and 16 
(Dispatch Services and District of Columbia Taxicab Industry Co-Op) of Title 31 (Taxicabs and 
Public Vehicles For Hire) of the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations (DCMR).  
 
This second emergency rulemaking amends Chapter 8 to encourage the use of shared riding 
through a clarified structure for calculating shared ride fares.  The Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority (“WMATA”) has begun its SafeTrack safety program which accelerates 
major repairs to the Metrorail system.  SafeTrack’s safety surge projects are expected to cause 
major delays in Metrorail service and attendant transportation disruptions throughout the District 
and surrounding areas.  To address the need for increased for-hire demand during these periods, 
the Department has issued an administrative issuance which expands customer choice by 
authorizing shared rides arranged by operators, as an added option to single-passenger trips.  The 
Department finds there is an immediate need to preserve and promote the safety and welfare of 
District residents to ensure a supply of for-hire service adequate to meet the expected sharp 
increase in customer demand during SafeTrack, by encouraging the use of shared riding via a 
clarified structure for calculating shared ride fares that incentives the use of digital meters, an 
innovative technology that would apportion shared ride fares in a manner that maximizes consumer 
choice and operator income.   
 
This notice enacts, on an emergency basis a portion of the notice of final rulemaking adopted by the 
Department on June 29, 2016, based on proposed rulemaking adopted by the D.C. Taxicab 
Commission1 on January 20, 2016 and published in the D.C. Register on May 20, 2016 at 63 DCR 
007704.  The notice of final rulemaking would also amend Chapter 8 by broadening the ban on 
electronic refusal to haul (§ 819.11), and amend Chapter 16 by clarifying the implementation 
date by which all taxicab operators must be logged in to the DC TaxiApp (§ 1612.1); those 
provisions are not part of this second emergency notice. 
 
An emergency rulemaking was adopted by Department on June 29, 2016, which took effect 
immediately, expires on October 27, 2016.  This second emergency rulemaking, which supersedes 
the emergency rulemaking adopted on June 29, 2016, was adopted by the Department on October 6, 
2016 and will remain in effect for one hundred and twenty (120) days after the date of adoption 
(expiring on February 3, 2017) unless earlier superseded by an amendment or repeal by the 
Department or the publication of final rulemaking, whichever occurs first. 
 

                                                 
1 The District of Columbia Taxicab Commission and the Office of Taxicabs were renamed and re-structured as the 
Department of For-Hire Vehicles by the Transportation Reorganization Act of 2016 (D.C. Law 21-0124) effective June 
22, 2016. 
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Chapter 8, OPERATING RULES FOR PUBLIC VEHICLES FOR HIRE, of Title 31 
DCMR, TAXICABS AND PUBLIC VEHICLES FOR HIRE, is amended as follows: 
 
Section 801, PASSENGER RATES AND CHARGES, is amended as follows:  
 
Subsection 801.8 is amended to read as follows: 

 
801.8 Charges for group and shared rides shall be assessed as follows, and in the manner set 

forth in an applicable administrative issuance: 
 

(a)  For shared rides: 
 

  (1) In vehicles with digital meters:  only one flag drop rate shall be 
charged, without regard to the number of destinations.  Shared rides 
may be arranged through digital meters approved by the 
Department pursuant to § 602, which shall allow passengers to 
apportion the total fare in a manner that maximizes consumer choice 
and operator income pursuant to an administrative issuance; and 

 
  (2) In vehicles with legacy (non-digital) meters:  as each passenger 

reaches his or her destination, the metered fare shall be paid by the 
passenger(s) leaving the taxicab, at which time there shall be a new 
flag drop and the passenger(s) remaining in the group shall pay in the 
same manner until the last passenger(s) arrives at his or her 
destination and the final metered taxicab fare is then paid.  There 
shall be a new flag drop for each leg of the trip. 

  
 (b)  For group rides booked by street hail, telephone dispatch, or digital dispatch, 

and paid through in-vehicle payment, the metered fare, including the 
additional passenger fee under § 801.7(c)(2)(E), shall be paid by the last 
passenger(s) leaving the taxicab. 

 
 (c)  For group rides booked by digital dispatch and paid through digital payment, 

the fare shall be charged and paid consistent with all applicable requirements 
of this title applicable to a trip which is not a group ride. 
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